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Ladies and gentlemen, | know the question on the minds of many peoplaas Wwill be
considered a victory in the present confrontation in the Middle Edst2h answer in a
pragmatic manner. First that Hezbollah will never return tosimaethern border of
Lebanon, which is against the resolution of the United Nations. Thankse army,
combined with an international force, [should patrol that area],azdt&zbollah will not
be able to use the area to shoot at Israel or arrange ambaisherit soldiers hostage.
The second will be the return of the kidnapped soldiers to IsraelhiFbentll be to stop
the shooting of missiles and rockets into Israel, its peopleynegegues, its restaurants,
its houses. The fourth is to prevent the assembly of another an$émrad-range missiles
and rockets that were provided by the Syrians and the Iranianzbolkéé. The fifth is
to free Lebanon from the control of Hezbollah.

It won't be as dramatic as a military victory, becauseithist a confrontation between
two armies. Would it be two armies, we would be able to reacltisiate clearly and
earlier. It's for the first time in history a confrontatibatween an organized army of a
democratic country with a disorganized group of terrorists, sprefmdiirplaces: in two
states, Iran and Syria, one state-in-becoming, the Patestjnand one state-within-a-
state, Lebanon.

| agree completely with the President of the United States, wdicajfew minutes ago
said that just a cease-fire will not answer the purpose. Thast be a change in the
whole situation of the Middle East. There must be a sustainebleepa more profound
arrangement that will answer the real problems. | am noksmgean behalf of the
President, but | want to explain what in my eyes it medhs not just a confrontation
between Hezbollah and Israel. There are two or three other sisatzke. One is the
future of Lebanon. Will Lebanon be under the spell of Hezbollah drLwbhanon
become again an independent country? There were two non-Muslim coumtties
Middle East: Lebanon — Christian, Israel — Jewish. LebanonCisistian state lost its
character. Israel is fighting and will fight to keep itsunat It is not the first time that a
foreign body in Lebanon is serving a foreign interest in Lebanolf. it3de war is on
Lebanese soil, but not for Lebanese destinies or Lebanese interests.

There is nothing that Lebanon should ask from Israel. We gave ®aabanon all the

land. We gave back to Lebanon all the water. We don’t playraleyin Lebanese
politics. We wish Lebanon well. As people to people, we are notldhosiVe live
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together, have commerce together. It is our interest to sbanbe successful
economically and independent politicallyiezbollah is a Lebanese body, but serves no
Lebanese purpose. Nobody understands why they started this war.yNolomistands
their aims in this war, short of one thing. They want to “de-Lebanize” Lebanon &ed ma
Lebanon part of the sphere of influence of Iran. They fight in Lebamearve Iran. The
fate of Lebanon is important. It is a multicultural country tteat be a peaceful one or a
belligerent one. A sustainable peace means to have a peadadmobe at peace with
itself and at peace with her neighbors.

The second struggle is even more meaningful and of a long-rangejgense. There
are countries that feel that there is an Iranian ambition toolaeethe Middle East. It has
a national taste of the Persians against the Arabs, a reldgdingtion of Shiites against
Sunnis, and countries like Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan and the Gulf cedatiall of a
sudden a threat of being expelled from their traditional wayfefaind submitting to a
group of fanatical leaders who today are using Hezbollah and Has#seir arms to
change. This is the first time in my recollection that SaudibA has stood up openly
and condemned Hezbollah, and the same goes for Egypt and Jordan and others.

The real decision is will the Middle East be under the spell anttal of a Persian group
of highly ambitious ayatollahs, or will the Middle East keeraslitional character? The
Iranians are not only attempting to change the face of the Miclale, but at the same
time they want to acquire a nuclear capacity. That becomesd problem for the rest of
the world, because if the Iranians will have the bomb, thereligt af seven or eight

countries that will follow suit. And each of them, whether they hvembition or a

conflict, will try to match it with a nuclear bomb, and some t# twveapons of mass
destruction may reach the hands of terrorists. And then the prablemwican the world

be run with so many nuclear countries and nuclear terroriste/asldifficult to prevent

the spread of nuclear weapons, and it will be even more difficydteeent the use of
nuclear weapons. | believe that the G8 leaders understand this, antakes a new

coalition.

In my judgment, Iran is not a great country nor strong country. Tireyvild, because
they think the world is divided. There is no unified policy vis-a-vig.llean grew in the
last 15 years from 30 million people to 70 million people, without trgad0 million
new jobs. They introduced more poverty, more unemployment, more trames not a
homogenous country. The Persians are not more than 55% of it. Forpefoent are
minorities, 30% Azeris, 10% Arabs, and so on. The only strength ofsitiie weakness
of the international community. 1 just spoke with Kofi Annan and today they ang goi
take a decision to contain ambitious Iran. George Kennan, who introtheedea of
containment, meant it against a country, Russia, but now it's agaif@static religion
that has a different way of expressing itself. It is in ynaays the future of the world,
and in clear ways the future of the Middle East, that is at stake and must be decided.

We shall fight, because we were attacked. We didn'’t initia¢efight, but we cannot

ignore it. We shall try to shorten it, but we shall not stop it timé attacks are stopped
and a new situation is created. These are trying times,daut’'l have the slightest doubt
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that Israel will win. Not just in the military sense, but tkal victory will be when we
shall return to peace, to stop the shooting and firing, to stop theagnéétion to destroy
everything that is free, open, and hopeful. That in my judgment ie#heneaning of the
present confrontation. Thank you.

Question: The U.S. has indicated that it may be pushing for a ceasefikethan
Israel may want — do you see foresee any tension in these negotiatieerbésrael
and the U.S.?

No. The difficulties will be with Hezbollah. Israel does not doubt pibsition of the
United States, but Hezbollah’s actions. If the United Stateshegeavith Lebanon and
maybe other Arab countries will be able to contain and stop tlee IBrael will

immediately accept it. If Hezbollah today stopped shooting, Israel would fieag.

Question: Please comment on David Remnick’'s New Yorker artrdesvihe writes that
“the most immediate result of this war will likely be to undemmnisraeli consensus for
territorial compromise with the Palestinians, shatter the fragilddreese polity, and
radicalize more Muslims in the region and beyond.”

David Remnick used very strong language. | don’'t see how youratioalize the

radicals anyway. The need for a compromise is not only an Isralibut an Arab one.
Israel was told to give land for peace. It was hard for us.g&Ve all the land and we
didn’t get all the peace. Despite it, Israel didn't lose hédter four wars with Egypt,

we have peace with Egypt which we highly respect. After two wars with Jorddrawee
peace with Jordan that we highly respect as well. We offeredP#hestinians a
Palestinian state in accordance with the Quartet and the Roadhitapresident Bush
introduced. We said that we are ready to move out of most tli@ries, as we did

move out completely from Gaza. | don't think that just because yoa i@@ical, you are
either right or you going to win. That is not my experiencehinktradicals are radicals
making mistakes.

Question: Please comment on the Qana incident and on the notion that Israel has
squandered its military window of opportunity, and world opinion is turning against
Israel.

You mean world opinion is to see Hezbollah winning the war? Véhidiei alternative?
Is anyone really interested to see Hezbollah and Hamas af@niens and the Syrians
winning the war? If you want to stop it, you have to fight and gedn In war you
have a lot of mistakes. The greatest mistake is the vedft itd/hoever wants to prevent
mistakes must stop the war. | remember that there was iovEan attack and over
10,000 civilians lost their lives. No one was talking about proportionsnklyravhen
you have every night 100 rockets and missiles falling on your headslon’t feel this is
exactly proportionate. If somebody would suggest to us another methotb Ist@p it,
we should be happy. In Kfar Qana, the Israeli Air Force, which peecision bombs,
bombed the place which is 300 meters from the shelter where tdecohivere located.
We can’t understand. In our experience 300 meters is safe enotayhcdisot to hit
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civiians. They are still investigating what happened. This doepmtent us from
feeling deeply sorry about children losing their lives. When $ Whnister of Foreign
Affairs and we built the first hospital for children, we infornteeé Arab countries that
when it comes to children, we shall consider their passports exsatibnal. Children
belong to all of us and are the hope of humanity, and when they losdiveeiit is a
tragedy. But when you use civilian life as a shield for rocats missiles, according to
international law you have a right to defend yourself. It wéaly unnecessary, if they
wouldn’t have near that place a base for launching rockets asdesisWe are terribly
sorry, but it wasn’t our choice.

Question: Do you see China and Russia as backing away from pressuring Iraa tpgiv
their nuclear program?

| don’t think so. Neither the leaders of China nor Russia want ta seelearized world,
including the terrorists. | don’t think so. | think now the present tdcthe American
administration to create a coalition against Iran is the right thing to do.

Question: Is the Realignment Plan still on the agenda?

That's your worry right now? The world is wide enough to contain na@ndas, but
our first choice is to have a bilateral agreement, not a uralatee. We want peace by
agreement, and we are ready to pay the cost of peace, but if nehalelo what is
necessary. Right now | don't think this is the most burning issue on the Israeli agenda.

Question: What would have to change in Iran in order to ensure the security of Israel?

Iran is not Israel’s problem alone. Iran is a problem for theafethe world. The first
priority is the nuclear problem. The second priority is the usdeabollah to divert
attention from it. It's very difficult for Israel to be modebtyt we admit that when it
comes to Iran, we feel modest and we think that the world should harslk&tuation,

not us. We are satisfied with the problems we have already, artdndon any further
examples. If there is nobody in the world who can stop it, what cado®e The ones

who can and should stop it is the world community. Iran is a danger to the world, not just
to Israel.

Question: How will peace be achieved with Syria and Iran if the U.S.tvalk’ with
them? Can you please update us on the Sheba Farms situation?

On the first issue, | do not believe that there will be atistavith Iran until there is a
resolution of the United Nations. In a matter of hours, such a resolwill take place
and that may change completely the position of Iran. If theseursified position of the
world on Iran, then Iran will return to her real dimension. And thestvedl see. About
the Sheba story, it is funny that Hezbollah only remembered, or reynded
themselves, about Sheba after they were out of explanations loglinaese people why
they were fighting. They didn’t say that they are going ttitfig order to win Sheba.
That was a late-coming explanation or excuse. The problem with &#tefollowing.
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Sheba does not belong to Lebanon. It belongs to Syria. The UnitieshdNeesolution

did not call upon Israel to leave Sheba. The United Nations resolutled oa Israel to
withdraw all forces to the international line, which we did, to haventervention in
Lebanon, which we did. We were complimented by the UnitedoNstSecretary-
General. Now today Sheba is the same problem. Let them decwdkoto Sheba
belongs, to Syria or Lebanon. Anyway, Israel did not annex Sheba and we don’t consider
Sheba as part of our motherland.

Question: Please comment on the coordination between Hamas, Hezbollah aol@ the
of Iran, and please update us on the well-being of the three kidnapped soldiers.

On the first issue, | think the Palestinians are very anxiossgarate between Hezbollah
and Hamas vis-a-vis public opinion. They think that the Hamas fightovershadowed
by the Hezbollah craziness. They are more crazy than them.thandeel suddenly in
the shadows, which they don't like. Nobody is mentioning them, and aBhbisting of
rockets and missiles is for public relations. Why they are shpatirSderot? Nobody
can understand. About the three soldiers that were taken hostage,testhef our
knowledge they are alive and healthy. And since the Foreign Mim$téebanon
announced that they are alive and healthy, he became in a wmnside for their
future. Lebanon cannot behave like they are responsible for nothing antidleeworld
owes them everything. They have an army of 80,000 soldiers to lhighthey don't.
Why? Because it's not pleasant to fight. So why do they want pdaple to fight for
them? They are a government that doesn’t govern. So why should aelateeto it?
They are occupied by the Hezbollah. The time has come for Lebabendme serious.
And we look upon Lebanon as the responsible party for the safety andeve]l of the
two soldiers that were taken hostage by the Hezbollah that resides and abtsnion.e

Question: If a ceasefire is arranged with Hezbollah, would that include Hasagell?
What is the Israeli strategy for stopping the Qassam rocket attacks?

| think that Hamas and Hezbollah are two different issues. Tlegarthe same, in the
eyes of the Americans too. They are differently organized.h&Ve to fight them both
politically and militarily. The military is going from on@ace to another place in Gaza to
try and destroy the bases of the missiles. It goes on all the timaftdaglay, and we are
trying also to hit the leaders of it. Because whoeverapgiing a missile or bomb, is not
going to feel that he is going to become an honorable citizelneoivorld. So we are
really going after them. By the way to change a lititethe perception about the war,
i's a new experience to fight this sort of a war. It's Megling that our army is
improving day to day, because we learn with experience, and thesudleeis getting
more tired from day to day. It didn’t yet reach the point of slenj but it won't take
long for our army to develop more and more countermeasures.

Question: CNN has reported that there has been no mass exodus of Lebaitiass

from southern Lebanon — do you think Israel should maintain a longer ceaseditew
people more time to leave?
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Our target is not the civilian population in southern Lebanon, but only trmsses that
host either terrorists or their missiles. We are telling people in southern Lebanon
publicly, either get rid of the missiles in your homes — you caonoléct missiles like
you are collecting cats or dogs, it's not a pet missile -eavd your home. It's your
choice. We are again trying to deter terror not inflictdesard pain. They are not our
targets. We would like to see them safe and living in peace.w8uwtill go from one
place to another place if the information will show that they Imdesiles or rockets
there.

Question: Are missiles still coming into Lebanon from Syria?

The missiles were supplied to the Hezbollah by Syria and Irah) think they tried to
re-supply them. That is the reason why we bombed the bridges anggzassa they
won't be able to carry missiles from Syria to Lebanon. Andghatly we bombed the
runways of the Beirut airport, because the Iranians tried to bringssiles by plane to
Hezbollah and we need to keep an eye on it and prevent the re-supply of those arms.

Questions: How have the recent attacks against Jewish targets inakpdra, including
the one in Seattle, affected the decisions of the Israeli government?

They are our brothers and sisters, and citizens of the Unitezs Saad it so happens that
both the United States and Israel cannot remain indifferent tohé. United States
authorities should do what they can. We should do on our part whanw&heaUnited
States has to deal with whatever is taking place in Amerdgad we shall do what we

can about these murderers and killers. Terror became global. ddbh&yhave a front;

they don't have a land; they don’t have a uniform; they don’t have a pasbtegrton’t

have a law. The world at large must coordinate to stop them from killing innocent people.

Question: What does the Israeli government know about Hezbollah underground
infrastructure?

You want a full map? It is a good question from an operational pbwiew. | don’t
have a good answer, but we are trying to do our best. They shifpfem® to place, but
| do believe our intelligence is doing a good job.

Question: Is the Israeli government doing enough to explain the humanrsuiérthe
Israelis?

It is painful and it is difficult. A mother that has, say, &yand a soldier, can hardly
sleep at night, because a missile can hit the baby and the swuitiigo to the front. |
won't deny it, to sit in a shelter for three weeks is alsqy gificult. But in my own
experience | have never seen our people so united and so determined to facdet a visi
hospital in Haifa and there was a woman who immigrated tol Idiee®e years ago, a
single woman. She lost her leg. | asked her if she would lige tzack to Russia. Her
answer was, “I shall remain with my two legs in this pladélis story really expresses
the spirit of the people. Even if you lose a leg, you remain wotlr ywo legs. |
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wouldn’t like to sound bombastic, but | have an advantage on all you. | gea&S3old
and have been through all the wars and all the peace, and | know #rereéewible
times. People thought they were going to lose, that they woulcbdes. But through
all those times | remained an optimist and a man of peace. | dlthrige my mind. Itis
a difficult time, but we shall make it.

| want to express my profound thanks to the United States of Aam&¥e never ask the
United States to send soldiers to defend us. We don’t want anyicamenother to be
worried because of us. Our boys will do it. But the moral support and political sigoport
not less meaningful. It touches our hearts. We are very proud anthaakyul for this
attitude, by the Administration, by the Congress, by the preghebgeople. It must be
said that we are lucky to have such a Jewish community on our sitdeinNthe Arab
world would help the Palestinians like the Jewish community helpsel®s The
Palestinians would already have a state. Instead, they tbi#en declarations and
rhetoric. But here we have your heart, and your feelings, anddentity. And at this
time, |1 don't see the slightest distinction between the Amermaople, the Jewish
community, and the State of Israel. It's great to be together omgthteside, not to lose
hope, and to understand the nature and the cost and the difficulty otimanptthis
struggle. But finally, it will serve the Arabs and serve the Ivhssas well once they will
get rid of their fanatic leaders.

[end transcript]
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